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Thank you to all who attended Curriculum Night on 
8/23/18 to learn about our Gifted Services. It was so nice 
to get to meet so many families! 

While it’s difficult to believe, we are half way through 
Quarter 1. I’m meeting with our teachers to make sure 
our class placements are proving successful for students. 
DVUSD considers a successful gifted placement to be 
when students are earning grades of B or above, scores 
of proficient or above on district & state testing and when 
students have strong work habits.   

On the back of this newsletter each month, you’ll find in-
formation about upcoming parent opportunities & some 
activities to encourage thinking and generate discussion 
and conversation with your child.  Enjoy!   

1st Gifted Cluster 

1st Grade Gifted enrich-

ment students are working 

on a systematic enrichment 

and diagnostic thinking 

skills program.  We are at 

the end of our first module 

about Dudley the Detective 

which focused on deduc-

tive logic and convergent thinking.   Students have been using 

clues to find one and only one right answer.   This month we’ll 

work on our module about Isabel the Inventor.   We’ll focus on 

divergent & inventive thinking.   We’ll be learning about brain-

storming to find lots of answers to problems. 

2nd Gifted Cluster 

2nd Grade Gifted En-

richment students have 

been working on prob-

lem solving using word 

problems with 3rd grade 

math skills and stand-

ards.  They are working 

to determine what the 

word problems are asking them to do and then use and share 

their thinking/strategies  to solve.  We also read “The Happy 

Lion” in Junior Great Books.  Our focus is on asking and an-

swering higher level thinking questions about the text .  Next in 

JGB, we will read “Miss Maggie” by Cynthia Rylant. 

3rd Gifted Cluster 

3rd Grade gifted ELA stu-

dents have been working on  

the reading skills & strate-

gies of character, setting, 

and determining theme.  

We are focusing on how 

characters change over 

time and how to use evi-

dence from the text to determine a theme.   In math, students are 

working on 4th Grade Math Module 1  with 3rd Grade Math appli-

cation problems.   The kids did great on their Mid-Module 1 As-

sessment as they learn about place value, rounding and algo-

rithms for addition and subtraction. Please practice facts nightly!  

4th Gifted Cluster 

In ELA Enrichment, 

we’re working on a Ja-

cobs Ladder unit to 

interpret and analyze 

poetry. We’re about 

midway in our first novel 

study, Holes. Students 

are using a literature circle format for small group reading and 

analysis of the text to determine the meaning of words in con-

text, identify and understand the use of figurative language and 

determine theme. Walk Up to 5th Math students will complete 

work in Eureka Math Module 1 learning more about place value 

& decimal fractions. Please contact Ms. Hoernig about math 

retakes/grades. 

5th Gifted Cluster 

In ELA Enrichment, we’re 

analyzing informational 

text. Students alternate 

weeks of Junior Great 

Books and Reading Street 

with Ms. Sears. They have 

the opportunity to compact 

out of the Reading Street 

story if they score 80% or above on the story pretest.  When stu-

dents compact out of Reading Street, they are provided enriched 

work in vocabulary and literary analysis with literature frames that 

focus on depth & complexity regarding our novel study, Hatchet.  

Walk Up to 6th Grade Math students in Ms. Schmitt’s class are 

continuing their work in Module 1 of area and surface area. 

IBMYP: 6th, 7th, 8th grade gifted students are part of our IBMYP team.  They are assigned to Advanced ELA and Advanced 

Math based on their CogAT results and their academic success with curriculum. If you have any questions about what is happening 

in those classes, please check teacher websites or contact the teacher for more information.   



 

Given that an advocate is a person who speaks on behalf of another, as parents, grandparents and educators of 
gifted children, how often do we find ourselves as the advocate for our gifted child? How can we develop effective 
advocacy tools while still cultivating relationships of respect? Come to this year’s AAGT Parent Institute to glean 
tips and information that will not only help you better understand your gifted child, but strengthen your confidence 
in your advocacy abilities. 
 

We are pleased to announce Deb Douglas of Wisconsin as our keynote speaker. As a gifted author and consult-
ant, her work includes over a decade of experience not only teaching and advocating for gifted students, but also 
empowering others to be effective advocates. Click here to register 

IN CELEBRATION OF OUR 10th YEAR: GT Teen Carpe Diem Workshop on Self-Advocacy! 

Led by Deb Douglas, GT Carpe Diem Workshops empower gifted teens to speak up for themselves through a 
clearer understanding of their unique needs as outliers and their rights to an appropriately challenging educational 
experience. Following this day of exploration and reflection they will be better able to take charge of their own edu-
cations and lives. 

“Self-advocacy is not just students getting what they want: it is students getting what they need in order to develop 
their potential,” ~ Deb Douglas   Seating is limited for the GT Teen Carpe Diem Workshop. Children’s classes of-
fered for students K-5!  To register, please visit: https://aagt.wildapricot.org/event-3027089 

The 10th Annual AAGT 2018 PARENT INSTITUTE is just around the corner! 
“The ABC’s for Parents: Advocacy Blooms Confidence!” 

Saturday, October 20, 2018 

Gilbert Classical Academy 

1016 N. Burk Street, Gilbert, AZ 85234 

24 is a great game to stimulate math thinking!   You can buy the original game, and there are also several apps and online 

versions as well.   Robert Sun, the inventor of the game said, "Knowing the answer is always 24 alleviates a classic brand of 

math anxiety—getting the right answer—and instead puts the emphasis on the process and patterns, what I like to call 

the method behind the math.”  The objective is to make 24 with all 4 numbers on the card. You can add, subtract, multi-

ply or divide. You have to use all four numbers. Each number may be used only once. For example: if the numbers are 

2, 2, 6, 8: You could make 24 by explaining (8-2) x (6-2) = 24. (There might be more than one solution)  

One dot in  center = beginner,  Two dots in center = intermediate  Three dots in center= difficult 

Dawn Olson. NBCT 

Gifted Specialist 
Norterra Canyon, Room 302 

dawn.olson@dvusd.org 

623-445-8236 


